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First, access your transcript – which is different from Degree Evaluation - 
through Homer.  You can print out a copy to use as you write the paper, or 
just work from the online version; you won’t be submitting the transcript to 
(because it’s a confidential document, with grades and other private 
information).   

Second, read Cary, “College Graduates Deserve Much More Than 
Transcripts,” Chronicle of Higher Education (April 29, 2013) Using the link 
on the class website – we’ll be discussing that article on Monday Sept. 24 
and I’ll be having you complete a reading response at the beginning of that 
class. You will also be addressing this article in your paper.  

Third, work your way through the transcript, making notes for yourself 
about your different course experiences.  Include reflections on the 
following: 

1) Specific Courses – Are there courses you don’t even remember
taking? Courses where you learned key skills or information that
you used later on in your major or that you know you will use in
your future career? Courses that had a big influence on your future
choices of major, minor(s), internships, future career, etc.?

2) Growth across Your 7 Semesters – Take some time to remember
and reflect on what you were like at the end of your freshman year,
your sophomore year, your junior year.  Do you feel your growth
and maturation was gradual, or were there periods that you feel
you experienced more dramatic changes and growth – and why do
you think that was?  What role did extracurricular experiences
(clubs, volunteering, sports, study abroad, etc.) play in your
approach to college and to life in general?

3) Trace the Development of Your Major – Look back at the



  courses you took you took for your major, reflecting on how you 
  felt about the major at different points, when you really began to  
  understand the field, which experiences were most central to your 
  experience in the major, etc.  

Last, write a 2 page paper based on those reflections (divided into those 
same three sections, if that makes sense).  Either at the beginning or the end, 
reflect on the transcript itself – including references to the article you read. 
Answer these questions in your reflection:

1. To what extent does a transcript like this portray who you have been as a
student?

2. In what ways does an e-portfolio like the one you have been completing
for the ICC provide a different perspective on your progress and work as an
undergraduate?

3. How have your ICC courses contributed to your education at Ithaca
College?

4. Are there other, perhaps better, ways to capture the undergraduate
experience?

NOTE:  This paper will be integrated with reflection 2 to form your DRF. 




