
COMP 49500
Capstone in Computer Science 

Lecture  W 3:00-4:50, Williams 309 

John Barr, 321B Williams, 274-3579, e-mail barr@ithaca.edu 

Office Hours 10:00am MWF via Zoom or by appointment 

Course Philosophy 
This is a seminar style course where you will learn about professional opportunities for someone with 
an undergraduate degree in Computer Science. We will cover such topics as: 

• What is reflective practice;
• How to write a self-reflection essay;
• How to develop a professional resume, personal statement, and write a cover letter;
• Panel discussions with alumni in industry, nonprofit work, government and academia

Student Learning Outcomes 
• Engage in and communicate self-reflection about your learning in the Integrative Core

Curriculum, your chosen discipline, and your overall Ithaca College experience;
• Connect relevant experience and academic knowledge to deepen understanding of fields of study

and broaden your own points of view;
• Summarize your prior learning inside and outside of the classroom to reveal significantly changed

perspectives about educational and life experiences;
• Create a professional resume and cover letter; and
• Identify possible career opportunities and outline application processes.

Required texts – Expert Resumes for Computer and Web Jobs, 3rd Ed
Wendy S Enelow and Louise M Kursmark 

Assignments and grading 
40 
30 
10 
20 

Reflective Essays (10pts each) 
Discussion/Attendance (2pts each) 
Event attendance* (3-4pts each) 
Resume/Cover Letter
Complete E-Portfolio P/F** 

Total 100 

Grade 
 Scale  % 
A 93-100
A- 90-92
B+ 87-89
B 83-86
B- 80-82
C+ 77-79
C 73-76
C- 70-72
D+ 67-69
D 63-66
D- 60-62
F < 60

Notes:
Effective Fall 2017, this course has been approved by IC’s Committee for College-Wide 
Requirements for meeting the qualifications of the Integrative Core Curriculum.  
Contingent upon successful completion of all course requirements and the uploading 
of required learning outcome artifacts onto Taskstream (indicated elsewhere on this 
syllabus), this class meets and satisfies the ICC Capstone designation.
* Events will all be via Zoom in Fall 2020.  Events include Ithaca Web People Meet-Up and  Alumni
 events.

**  You must complete the portfolio in Taskstream to pass this course.

Transfer students:   if you have received an Associate Degree your ICC and CLA requirements are complete.  You 
do have to complete the e-Portfolio, however, including uploading all artifacts and writing all reflections including 
the ICC and CLA reflections.  You will have to retrieve artifacts (papers, project reports, etc.) from your 
community college courses. 



Assignments   Drafts are due at the beginning of the following week (Monday 5pm).  Drafts must be 
submitted to the Sakai Assignments tab.  Instructor will reply in Sakai.  Peer critique must be provided 
by Wed (5pm). You must bring two copies of your revised assignment with you to each class. Failure 
to arrive with printed revised documents will result in zero points for the assignment. 

Online Course Evaluation Student input is highly valued and is important to maintain high quality 
instruction.  Course evaluations are mandatory and must be completed online the last week of 
classes.   

Academic Honesty: All the work in this class must be your own, unless stated otherwise.  Confirmed 
instances of academic misconduct will result in a zero for that test and referral to the school judiciary 
system.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for a detailed description of the policies regarding 
student academic conduct. 

Counseling:
Diminished mental health, including significant stress, mood changes, excessive worry, or problems 
with eating and/or sleeping can interfere with optimal academic performance. The source of 
symptoms might be strictly related to your course work; if so, please speak with me. However, 
problems with relationships, family worries, loss, or a personal struggle or crisis can also contribute 
to decreased academic performance. Ithaca College provides a Counseling Center to support the 
academic success of students. Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) provides cost-free 
services to help you manage personal challenges that threaten your well-being.

Accommodation:   

In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, reasonable accommodation will be provided to students with documented 
disabilities on a case by case basis. Students must register with the Office of Academic Support 
Services and provide appropriate documentation to the college before any academic adjustment 
will be provided.

 Attendance is required.  There is no automatic point deduction for missing occasional classes, 
but class discussions are an essential part of the class.  Two or more unexcused absences will result 
in the reduction of your final grade.   

 External Events:  Note:  there are no external events in Fall 2020.  External events 
must be attended on scheduled dates.  If you have a substantial time conflict, you must 
contact me at least a week before the event is scheduled.  If you are sick on the day of the 
event, you or a friend must contact me before the start of the event.  Leaving a voice mail 
or e-mail message is sufficient.  There will be no penalty assessed for legitimate absences.  
If you fail to notify me adequately, however, you will have to apply in writing for a make-
up assignment.  In addition, I will assess a penalty of up to a full letter grade for the failure 
to notify. 

Attendance: 

Title IX is a federal act mandating that that educational institutions receiving federal funding 
must provide sex and gender equity. All students thus have the right to a campus atmosphere 
free of sex/ual harassment, sexual violence, and gender discrimination. For reports of sexual 
assault and general issues, please contact Tiffani Ziemann, Title IX Coordinator, 
tziemann@ithaca.edu or 607-274-3300.

Title IX:
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